
The Smart City initiative, implemented within the frame-
work of the GREnoble Alps Together (GREAT) project, is 
aimed at mobilising intelligence and energies in support of 
a sustainable territorial transformation, making the shar-
ing economy a lever for transition. While the urgent need 
to tackle climate change becomes increasingly palpable as 
time goes on within our Alpine metropolis, the objective is 
to encourage a return to local resources in support of the 
energy and ecological transition and the development of 
increased social and territorial cohesion.

SMART CITY INITIATIVE:  
LET’S CONNECT OUR INTELLIGENCE  

KEY FIGURES FOR THE TERRITORY

•  Number of inhabitants: 
- Grenoble-Alpes Métropole: 443,000 
- Urban area: 700,000

•  The Metropolis’ 49 member municipalities 
actively contribute to the initiative alongside 
the neighbouring territories of Voironnais, 
Grésivaudan and South-Grésivaudan

•  Around fifteen collaborative projects with 
the direct involvement of the local authority 
are currently under way, and a further thirty 
or so are in the preparation phase. Additional 
individual projects are being conducted by 
specific players.

Fitting squarely with the long tradition of the Grenoble met-
ropolitan area, marked by major scientific progress but also 
by developments such as the birth of family planning and the 
creation of the first scientific, technical and industrial centre, 
the GREAT project combines technological and social innova-
tion. It is the result of a collective dynamic bringing together 
some one hundred institutional, economic, academic and cit-
izen players. 

It is based on the conviction that it is through the large-scale 
dissemination of innovation that territorial transformation is 
made possible, via new, more agile forms of organisation and 
cooperation, mobilising public and private players, mirroring 
its governance approach that also brings together neighbour-
ing territories.

GRENOBLE-ALPES METROPOLIS 
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of model smart, sustainable and resilient city neighbour-
hoods, the promotion of exemplary and efficient “metropoli-
tan villages” and the integration of cross-cutting actions. The 
French Investments for the Future Programme awarded the 
region €10,441,750 to support a dozen actions (new build-
ing usages and the energy renovation of envelopes, energy 
storage, hydrogen mobility, participative housing, new-gen-
eration urban heating networks, ageing and home care, etc.).

Period Ecocity “City of Tomorrow”:  
2015 - 2020

The GreEn-Er project:  
2009 - ongoing

Led by PRES Université de Grenoble (Grenoble University 
Research and Higher Education Centre) and administered 
by Grenoble INP (Institute of Technology), GreEn-ER is a 
new innovation centre for energy and renewable resources 
of global importance. The ambition behind the GreEn-ER 
project is to assemble training and research players in the 
field of new energy technologies on a single site. The site 
incorporates the Grenoble INP - Ense3 (Energy, Water and 
Environment) engineering school, undergraduate and mas-
ter’s degree courses run by Joseph Fourier University, a lab-
oratory, G2Elab (for electrical engineering) and training/
research platforms (PREDIS and MEE).

Developed as part of a public/private partnership with 
Eiffage Group, GreEn-ER was set up to address challenges 
relating to renewable energy production, energy storage, 
energy management and energy efficiency. More than 1,500 
students are based in this European excellence centre.

In April 2015, CGI launched its “City of Tomorrow” call for 
projects, with a view to funding new actions for the period 
2015-2020. The general principles of the Ecocity initiative 
are the same as those for the 2010-2015 phase but there 
has been a greater emphasis on usages, new digital tech-
nologies and social innovation. Moreover, intervention fields 
have become more diversified:
• urban design and the environment; 
• buildings and usages;  
• energies and networks; 
• mobility; 
• innovative urban services.

Grenoble Metropolis submitted a proposal in response to 
this new call for projects in September 2015 before signing 
a contract with the State in October 2016. Its proposal is 
hinged around a multi-centre strategy supporting a balanced 
territorial organisational structure. The Grenoble Ecocity 
takes into account consolidation (the Presqu’île scientific dis-
trict) and the emergence (Flaubert joint development zone) 


